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01 JUNE 2025 - SEVENTH SUNDAY OF PASCHA - SUND9Y OF THE FATHERS OF THE

FIRST ECUMENICAL COUNCIL IN NICAEA
(at the Divine Liturgy)
Tone 6 Troparion (Resurrection)

The Angelic Powers were at Your tomb;
the guards became as dead men.

Mary stood by Your grave,

seeking Your most pure body.

You captured hell, not being tempted by it.
You came to the Virgin, granting life.

O Lord, Who rose from the dead,//

glory to You.

Tone 4 Troparion (Ascension)

You ascended in glory, O Christ our God,

granting joy to Your Disciples by the promise of the Holy Spirit.
Through the blessing, they were assured

that You are the Son of God,//

the Redeemer of the world!

Tone 8 Troparion (Fathers)

You are most glorious, O Christ our God!

You have established the Holy Fathers as lights on the earth.
Through them You have guided us to the true Faith.//

O greatly compassionate One, glory to You!

Tone 8 Kontakion (Fathers)

The Apostles” preaching and the Fathers” doctrines have established one Faith for the
Church.

Adorned with the robe of truth, woven from heavenly theology,/ /

It defines and glorifies the great mystery of piety.

Tone 4 Prokeimenon (Song of the Three Holy Children)

Blessed are You, O Lord God of our fathers, / and praised and glorified is Your Name for-
ever! (Song of the Three Holy Children, v. 3)

V. For You are just in all that You have done for us! (v. 4)
Epistle
(44) Acts 20:16-18, 28-36
Tone 1

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

V. The Lord, the God of gods, speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to its
setting. (Ps. 49:1)

V. Gather to Me My venerable ones, who made a covenant with Me by sacrifice! (Ps. 49:6)

Gospel
(56) John 17:1-13
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(Instead of “It is truly meet...,” we sing:)
Magnify, O my soul, Christ the Giver of Life, Who has ascended from earth to heaven!

We the faithful, with one accord, magnify you, the Mother of God, who, beyond reason and
understanding, ineffably gave birth in time to the Timeless One.

Communion Hymn
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1)
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous; praise befits the just! (Ps. 32:1)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

(Instead of “We have seen the True Light...,” we sing the Troparion of
Ascension.)
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Announcements

PRAY FOR UKRAINE! Moleben for Ukraine sponsored by the Brotherhood of Ukrain-
ian Clergy in the Lehigh Valley continues regularly.. The next Moleben service will be
this TUESDAY, 03 June at 6:30 PM at HERE IN OUR CHURCH We urge everyone to
attend and PRAY FOR UKRAINE!

“NEW” CEMETERY LAND SALE - By now, all parishioners in good standing should
have received ballots regarding the proposed sale of the “new” cemetery. In the mail.
We urge everyone to read the letter that accompanies the ballot and to return their
ballots ASAP, but definitely no later than 01 June 2025. This vote is critical to the fi-
nancial survival of our parish. If any parishioner has not received their ballot yet,
please consult with Fr. Richard.

need of WHEELCHAIRS! In addition, the following items also are needed: diapers,
baby wipes, baby food also new toys or slightly used clean toys with all parts , bars
of soap and shampoo (smaller bottles preferred), toothbrushes, and toothpaste.
Household items are also needed: pots, pans, kitchen utensils, candles, small appli-
ances such as toaster ovens, blenders, mixers, etc., and minor repair tools. In addi-
tion, wheelchairs, walkers, and canes are desperately needed for the increasing
number of injured people. Please be generous. Ask your neighbors and friends to
help. For more information contact Barbara Hutzayluk.

FR. RICHARD AWAY THIS WEEK- Fr. Richard will be away this week in Washington, DC
working on his doctoral work. In case of an emergency, or any reason one might need a
priest, please contact Fr. Alexis at 907-830-8900.

COFFEE SOCIAL: Today’s coffee hour is hosted by: PARISH COUNCIL.

Please pray for the sick and infirm of our Church: Fr. John Fencik, Fr. Oleh Hucul, Fr.
Vasyl Dovgan, Fr. Mark Koczak, Tania Antoniewicz, Richard Antoniuk, Bohdan
Baranczyk, Gloria Dunski, Marie Hinkley, John Milinchik, Daniel Melnichek, Lyudmila
Mishchenko, Michael Onushko, Nancy Onusko, Mary Ellen Mackiewicz, Dori
Bochnak, Katheryn Solan,, Elsie Moroz, the Child of God Karina Strashinsky and the
Child of God Johnny Walson.
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Schedule for This Week

SUNDAY - 01 June - SEVENTH SUNDAY OF PASCHA - SUNDAY OF THE FATHERS OF
THE FIRST ECUMENICAL COUNCIL OF NICEA
Acts 20:16-18, 28-36 John 17:1-13

9:30 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

Monday,02 June - The Holy Nicephorus the Confessor, Patriarch of Constantinople
Acts 21:8-14 John 14:27-15:7

Tuesday, 03 June - The Holy Martyr Lucillan and those martyred with him.
Acts 21:26-32 John 16:2-13

6:30 PM - MOLEBEN FOR THE PEACE AND STABILITY OF UKRAINE - HERE IN OUR
CHURCH (Sponsored by the Brotherhood of Ukrainian Clergy of the Lehigh Valley)



Wednesday, 04 June - The Holy Metrophanes, Archbishop of Constantinople
Hebrews 7:26-8:2 John 10:1-9

Thursday,05 June - The Holy Hieromartyr Dorotheus, Bishop of Tyre
Acts 25:13-19 John 16:23-33

Friday, 06 June -The Holy Hilarius the New of the Dalmatian Monastery
Acts 27:1-28-1 John 17:18-26

Saturday, 07 June - The Holy Theodotus, Bishop of Ankyra
1 Thessalonians 4:13-17 John 21:14-25

SUNDAY - 08 June - PENTECOST - GREEN SUNDAY- DESCENT OF
THE HOLY SPIRIT (MAJOR HOLY DAY)
Acts 2:1-11 John 7:37-52;8:12

9:30 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council
Commemorated on June 1

On the seventh Sunday of Pascha, we commemorate the holy God-bearing Fathers of the
First Ecumenical Council. This year, it takes special significance in that 2025 marks the
1700 anniversary since that great council was convened. It is being celebrated worldwide
with special commemorations in both the Orthodox and Catholic Churches, and even by
certain Protestant denominations. Indeed, both the Patriarch of Constantinople and the
Pope of Rome are using the anniversary to call upon the faithful of both the Orthodox and
Catholic Churches to renew a commitment to re-unification of the Churches.

In the fourth century, under the Emperor Constantine, persecution of Christians ceased in
the Roman Empire, but heresies arose within the Church itself. One of the most pernicious
of these heresies was Arianism. Arius, a priest of Alexandria, was a man of immense pride
and ambition. In denying the divine nature of Jesus Christ and His equality with God the
Father, Arius falsely taught that the Savior is not consubstantial with the Father, but is only
a created being. A local Council, convened with Patriarch Alexander of Alexandria
presiding, condemned the false teachings of Arius. However, Arius would not submit to the

authority of the Church. He wrote to many bishops, denouncing the decrees of the local
Council. He spread his false teaching throughout the East, and even received support from
certain Eastern bishops

Investigating these dissensions, the holy emperor Constantine
consulted Bishop Hosius of Cordova, who assured him that the
heresy of Arius was directed against the most fundamental dogma of
Christ’s Church, and so he decided to convene an Ecumenical
Council. In the year 325, 318 bishops representing Christian
Churches from various lands gathered together at Nicea. Among the
assembled bishops were many confessors who had suffered during

| the persecutions, and who bore the marks of torture upon their

i eans SN bodies. Also participating in the Council were several great

/ i\ luminaries of the Church: Saint Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra in
Lycia, Saint Spyridon, Bishop of Tremithos, and others venerated by
the Church today as holy Fathers. Along with Patriarch Alexander of
Alexandria came his deacon, Athanasius, who later, himself became Patriarch of
Alexandria.

The Emperor Constantine presided over the sessions of the Council. In his speech,
responding to the welcome by Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea, he said, “God has helped me
cast down the impious might of the persecutors, but more distressful for me than any blood
spilled in battle is for a soldier, is the internal strife in the Church of God, for it is more
ruinous.” Arius, together with seventeen supporting bishops, remained arrogant, but his
teaching was repudiated and he was excommunicated from the Church. In his speech, the
holy deacon Athanasius conclusively refuted the blasphemous opinions of Arius.

The Fathers of the Council composed and affirmed a creed -the Orthodox Symbol of Faith-
which we now recite at every Divine Liturgy. Constantine insisted that the word
“consubstantial,” (of one essence) be inserted in the Creed. The Fathers of the Council
unanimously accepted this suggestion. In the Nicean Creed, the holy Fathers set forth and
confirmed the Apostolic teachings about Christ’s divine nature. The heresy of Arius was
exposed and repudiated as an error of haughty reason. After resolving this chief dogmatic
question, the Council also issued Twelve Canons on questions of churchly administration
and discipline. One of the major decisions made by this Council was the day for the
celebration of Holy Pascha. By decision of the Council, Holy Pascha should not be
celebrated by Christians on the same day with the Jewish Passover, but on the first Sunday
after the first full moon of the vernal equinox (which in the year 325 occured on March 22).
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