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 The Divine Liturgy 

Tone 3	 Troparion	 (Resurrection) 

Let the heavens rejoice! 
Let the earth be glad! 
For the Lord has shown strength with His arm. 
He has trampled down death by death. 
He has become the first born of the dead. 
He has delivered us from the depths of hell, 
and has granted to the world// 
great mercy. 

Tone 8	 Troparion	 (Birth-Giver of God) 

O Ever Virgin Birth-Giver of God, protectress of mankind, 

you have given your people a powerful legacy: 
the robe and sash of your most honored body which remained incorrupt 

throughout your seedless childbearing; 
for through you time and nature are renewed.// 
Therefore we implore you: “Grant peace to your people and to our souls 

great mercy!” 

Tone 3	 Kontakion	 (Resurrection) 

On this day You rose from the tomb, O Merciful One, 
leading us from the gates of death. 
On this day Adam exults as Eve rejoices; 
with the Prophets and Patriarchs// 
they unceasingly praise the divine majesty of Your power.  

Tone 4	 Kontakion	 (Birth-Giver of God) 

Today your flock celebrates the enshrinement of your precious sash, 
and it earnestly cries out to you:// 
“Rejoice, O Virgin, boast of all Christians!” 

	  
Tone 3	 Prokeimenon	 (Resurrection) 

Sing praises to our God, sing praises! / Sing praises to our King, sing 
praises!  
(Ps. 46:6) 

V. Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! (Ps. 
46:1) 
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Epistle 
	 	 	 	 (158) 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Tone 3	  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

V. In You, O Lord, have I hoped; let me never be put to shame! (Ps. 30:1a) 

V. Be a God of protection for me, a house of refuge in order to save me! (Ps. 
30:2b) 

	 	 	 	 Gospel 
	 	 	 	 (79) Matthew 19:16-26 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

******************************************************************************** 
Announcements

PRAY FOR UKRAINE! Moleben for Ukraine sponsored by the Brotherhood 
of Ukrainian Clergy in the Lehigh Valley continues regularly.. The next 
Moleben service will be this TUESDAY, 02 September at 6:30 PM Holy 
Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church 4th Street West Easton. We urge every-
one to attend and PRAY FOR UKRAINE!

UPDATED URGENT NEED: UKRAINE - WHEELCHAIRS!!!!!!!!!!  Ukraine is in 
desperate need of WHEELCHAIRS!  In addition, the following items also are 
needed: diapers, baby wipes, baby food also new toys or slightly used clean 
toys with all parts , bars of soap and shampoo (smaller bottles preferred), tooth-
brushes, and toothpaste. Household items are also needed: pots, pans, kitchen 

utensils, candles, small appliances such as toaster ovens, blenders, mixers, 
etc., and minor repair tools. In addition, wheelchairs, walkers, and canes are 
desperately needed for the increasing number of injured people. Please be gen-
erous. Ask your neighbors and friends to help. For more information contact 
Barbara Hutzayluk.

SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE: Applications for the St. Mary Youth Scholarship 
are now open and available.  The Scholarship is open to young parishioners en-
rolled full-time  in a accredited college, university, or other institution of higher 
learning.  Applicants must be involved on a regular basis in our parish’s life. Ap-
plications are available from John Onulack or any Scholarship Committee mem-
ber.. Applicants must be active members of St. Mary Parish and be enrolled full 
time in an institution of higher learning.

HOLIDAY BAZAAR - The Sisterhood is already preparing for the Holiday 
Bazaar to be held in November.  GIFT BASKETS are now being made and col-
lected.  The Sisterhood is asking for donations of items for these gift baskets.  
NO ALCOHOL PLEASE, Cash donations are always accepted!  Donations of 
one gift basket should be $50.  Donations of either items or cash should be giv-
en to the Gift Basket Committee:  Nadiya Shapalova or Tetyana Smirnova.  
PLEASE BE GENEROUS. 

Please pray for the sick and infirm of our Church: Fr. John Fencik, Fr. Oleh 
Hucul, Fr. Vasyl Dovgan, Fr. Mark Koczak, Tania Antoniewicz, Richard An-
toniuk, Dana Bala, Dori Bochnak, Gloria Dunski, Marie Hinkley, John Mil-
inchik, Daniel Melnichek, Lyudmila Mishchenko, Elsie Moroz, Michael 
Onushko, Nancy Onusko, Mary Ellen Mackiewicz, Katheryn Solan, the 
Child of God Karina Strashinsky and the Child of God Johnny Walson.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Schedule for This Week

SUNDAY - 31 August - TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - The De-
position of the Belt of the Most Holy Mother of God
1 Corinthians 15:1:11  Matthew 19:16-26



     
9:30 AM -  DIVINE LITURGY 

Monday, 01 September  - Ecclesiastical New Year - The Venerable Symeon 
the Stylite
1 Timothy 2:1-7    Luke 4:16-22

8:30 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

Tuesday, 02 September - The Venerable Anthony and Theodosius of the 
Kyiv Caves
Romans 8:28-39   Mark 3:13-21   

6:30 PM - MOLEBEN FOR THE PEACE AND STABILITY OF UKRAINE  - Holy 
Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church 4th Street West Easton. Sponsored by the 
Brotherhood of Ukrainian Clergy of the Lehigh Valley)

Wednesday, 03 September August - The Holy Hieromartyr Anthimus, Bish-
op of Nicomedia
2 Corinthians 9:12-10:7   Mark 3:20-27

Thursday, 04 September - The Holy Hieromartyr Babylas, Bishop of Anti-
och
2 Corinthians 10:7-18   Mark 3:28-35

Friday, 05 September - The Holy Prophet Zachariah and the Righteous 
Elizabeth, parents of John the Baptist/The Martyrdom of the Holy Passion-
Bearer Hlib, Prince of Rus’-Ukraine 
2 Corinthians 11:5-21   Matthew 23:29-39

Saturday, 06 September - The Commemoration of the Miracle of the 
Archangel Michael at Colassae
Hebrews 2:2-10   Luke 10:16-21

SUNDAY - 07 September - THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - 
Sunday before the Elevation of the Cross - Forefeast of the Nativity of the 
Mother of God
Galatians 6:11-18   John 3:13-17
     
9:30 AM -  DIVINE LITURGY
=================
THE DEPOSITION OF THE BELT OF THE MOTHER OF GOD
Adapted for our bulletin from https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2025/08/31/102442-the-placing-of-
the-cincture-sash-of-the-mother-of-god 

The Cincture of the Birth-Giver of God is believed to be a Christian relic of theBlessed Virgin 
Mary, now in the Vatopedi Monastery on Mount Athos , which is venerated by the Holy Orthodox 
Church. The word "cincture" (Greek: zone) is sometimes also translated as "belt", "sash" or "gir-
dle". Its feast day is 31 August.

According to theSacred Tradition of the Eastern Orthodox Church, at 
the time of her Dormition, the Mother of God was buried by the 
Twelve Apostles in Jerusalem. Three days later, the Holy Apostle 
Thomas, who had been delayed and unable to attend the funeral, 
arrived and asked to have one last look at theVirgin Mary. When he 
and the other apostles arrived atMary’s Tomb, they found that her 
body was missing. According to some accounts, the Virgin Mary was 
seen by Thomas being carried by the angels into heaven.  She re-
moved the belt from her body and dropped it to Thomas as both a 
sign of blessing and proof of the bodily resurrection. Holy tradition 
teaches that the cincture was made by the Virgin Mary herself, out of 
camelhair.

The history of the cincture prior to the reign of Justinian in the sixth 
century is unknown. It was kept at Jerusalem for many years, until it 

was translated  to Constantinople in the 5th century, together with there 
holy robe, and deposited in the Church of the Mother of God in Blachernae. This relic 
was embroidered with gold thread by the Empress Zoe (d. 899), the wife of Emperor 
Leo VI, in gratitude for a miraculous cure.  During the reign of Emperor Manuel Kome-
nenos (1143–1180) in the 12th century, an official feast day for the deposition of the 
cincture was established on 31 August on the Orthodox liturgical calendar. Later, the 
Emperor John VI Kantakouzenos (1347–1355) donated the cincture to theGreat 
Monastery of Vatopedi on Mount Athos, where it remains to this day, in a silver reliquary 
of newer manufacture which depicts the Monastery
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