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Tone 3	 Troparion	 (Resurrection) 

Let the heavens rejoice! 
Let the earth be glad! 
For the Lord has shown strength with His arm. 
He has trampled down death by death. 
He has become the first born of the dead. 
He has delivered us from the depths of hell, 
and has granted to the world// 
great mercy. 

Tone 4	 Troparion	 (Sunday Before the Nativity) 

Prepare, O Bethlehem, for Eden has been opened to all! 

Adorn yourself, O Ephratha, for the Tree of Life blossoms forth from the 
Virgin in the cave! 

Her womb is a spiritual paradise planted with the Divine Fruit; 
if we eat of It, we shall live forever and not die like Adam.// 
Christ is born to raise up again His image, which in former times had fall-
en. 

Tone 1	 Kontakion	 (Sunday Before the Nativity) 

Rejoice, O Bethlehem! Prepare yourself, O Ephratha! 
The Lamb is on her way to give birth to the Chief Shepherd she carries in 

her womb. 
The God-bearing Forefathers will rejoice, beholding Him,// 
and with the shepherds, they will glorify the Virgin nursing Him.. 

Tone 4	 Prokeimenon	 (Sunday Before the Nativity) 

Blessed are You, O Lord God of our fathers, / and praised and glorified is 
Your Name forever! (Song of the Three Holy Children, v. 3) 

V. For You are just in all that You have done for us! (v. 4) 

Epistle 
	 	 	 (328) Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40 (Sunday Before the 
Nativity) 

Tone 4	  
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

V. We have heard with our ears, O God, for our fathers have told us. (Ps. 
43:1a) 
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V. For You have saved us from them that oppose us, and hast put to shame 
them that hate us. (Ps. 43:8) 

	 	 	 	 Gospel 
	 	 	 	 (1) Matthew 1:1-25 (Sunday Before the Nativity) 

Communion Hymn 

Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest! (Ps. 148:1) 
Rejoice in the Lord, O you righteous; praise befits the just! (Ps. 32:1) 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

====== 

Announcements 

PRAY FOR UKRAINE! - This week the regular weekly 
Moleben service for Ukraine will take place 23 De-
cember at 6:30 PM there will be a special Moleben 
service at Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church 
Fourth St. West Easton.  The weekly Moleben ser-
vices are sponsored by the Ukrainian Clergy brother-
hood of the Lehigh Valley.   We urge everyone to attend and PRAY FOR 
UKRAINE!

UPDATED URGENT NEED: UKRAINE - WHEEL-
CHAIRS , WALKERS, CANES ARE ALWAYS 
NEEDED!!!!!!!!!!  Non- perishable food items, (Please 
make sure of the expiration dates on the packages.) 
Vaseline, rubbing alcohol,  diapers, baby wipes, baby 
food also new toys or slightly used clean toys with all 
parts , bars of soap and shampoo (smaller bottles 
preferred), toothbrushes, and toothpaste. As we get into the winter months, 

warm clothing and BLANKETS are needed. Please be generous. Ask your 
neighbors and friends to help. For more information contact Barbara Hutzayluk
.
JESUS OF NAZARETH - As we continue our journey 
through the Christmas Fast, we also continue our showing 
of the award winning production of “JESUS OF 
NAZARETH.”  This award winning miniseries was the work 
of the renown Italian film director Franco Zeffirelli and stars 
an international cast of famous actors.  Part Two will be 
shown at coffee hour today.  We hope our parishioners will 
take the time to see this film and use it in their preparation 
for our Lord’s Nativity.  

FOOD SALE - Frozen foods are available for sale.  Holubtsi, Varenyky/Pyrohy, 
Chicken Kotlety, Soup, Kapusta.  Prepared and ready to “heat and eat.”  Perfect 
for a quick supper when returning home from work and you don’t want to cook.  
Please see the leaflet and see Robin Bodnar to purchase. 

CHRISTMAS EVE: A DAY OF STRICT FAST- Please be advised Christmas Eve 
is a day of STRICT FAST prescribed by the tradition and regulation of the 
Church.  NO MEAT OR DAIRY products should be eaten on this day.  In addi-
tion only full meal should be taken, which according to our Ukrainian tradition is 
the evening Holy Supper.  It stands to reason, that young children, the elderly 
are exempt from such an observance, but others should follow this regulation.


CHRISTMAS SEASON: A FAST FREE PERIOD - The period from Christmas 
Day until the Feast of the Theophany is a “Fast-Free” period designated by the 
Church.  Therefore, no fasting or abstinence is necessary during this period. All 
foods can be eaten even on Wednesdays and Fridays.


“SECOND” HOLY SUPPER/“HOLODNA KUTYA” - Please join our parish 
community for a communal Holy Supper on Theophany Eve; Monday, 05 
January, immediately following the Vesperal Liturgy at 5:30 PM.  Traditional 
12 dishes will be served in an informal manner.  Let us keep our Ukrainian 
traditions alive. 



 
Please pray for the sick and infirm of our Church: Fr. John Fencik, Fr. Oleh 
Hucul, Fr. Vasyl Dovgan, Fr. Mark Koczak, Panimatka Ivana Wronsky, Tania 
Antoniewicz, Richard Antonowicz, Dana Bala, Dori Bochnak, Gloria Duns-
ki, Marie Hinkley, John Milinchik, Daniel Melnichek, Lyudmila Mishchenko, 
Elsie Moroz, Nancy Onusko, Mary Ellen Mackiewicz, Katheryn Solan, 
Catherine Schaffer, Mary Koretski, the Child of God Karina Strashinsky 
and the Child of God Johnny Walson.        ++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Schedule for This Week

SUNDAY - 21 December - TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - 
Sunday of the Holy Forbearers of Christ 
Hebrews 11:9-10,17-23,32-40    Matthew 1:1-25

 9:30 AM -  DIVINE LITURGY

Monday, 22 December  - The Holy and Great-Martyress Anastasia of Rome 
Hebrews 3:5-11,17-19   Luke 20:27-44

5 PM - Confession
5:30 PM - WEEKDAY VESPERS - Confessions will also be heard following Ves-
pers.

Tuesday, 23 December- The Holy Ten Martyrs of Crete
Hebrews 4:1-13   Luke 21:12-19 

6:30 PM - MOLEBEN FOR UKRAINE  - St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic 
Church Kenmore Ave. Bethlehem. Sponsored by the Brotherhood of Ukrainian 
Clergy of the Lehigh Valley)

 Wednesday, 24 December - CHRISTMAS EVE - 
(STRICT FAST)
Galatians 3:15-22     Matthew 13:31-36
4:30 PM -  Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil the Great
9:30 PM - Great Compline

Thursday, 25 December - THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD GOD 
AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST (MAJOR HOLY DAY)
Galatians 4:4-7    Matthew 2:1-12

9:30 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

Friday, 26 December- Synaxis of the Holy Birth 
Giver of God and Ever-Virgin Mary (Second Day of 
Christmas)
Hebrews 2:11-18   Matthew 2:13-23

9:30 AM - DIVINE LITURGY

 Saturday, 27 December -  The Holy Protomartyr and 
Archdeacon Stephen (Third Day of Christmas)
Acts 6:8-15; 7:1-5,47-60     Matthew 21:33-42

9:30 AM - DIVINE LITURGY 

SUNDAY - 28 December - THIRTIETH SUNDAY AF-
TER PENTECOST - Sunday after the Nativity - The 
Holy and Righteous Joseph the Betrothed 
Galatians 1:11-19    Matthew 2:13-23

 9:30 AM -  DIVINE LITURGY 
=================


