Additional Announcements
Pierogi Sale: Benefiting Ryan Anderson’s Eagle Scout Project.
Pierogis are hand made with natural and fresh ingredients-NO
PRESERVATIVES! Hand rolled dough, hand pinched, precooked. Orders must be placed by Monday, March 1. Drive
through pickup and the church on Sunday Marcy, 7th from 11
am until 2 pm. Potato/Farmer Cheese $8/doz. To place an
order, call (610) 967-3757. Checks should be made payable to
St. Mary’s U.O. Church.
Kovbasa Sale for Pascha: Ukrainian American Veterans Post
42 is currently taking orders until April 18. And will be ready
for pickup after services on Palm Sunday weekend (Saturday,
April 24 and Sunday, April 25. Regular kovbase are
small/medium/largh and range from 1.75-2.5 lbs. Price is
$6/lb. Kovbanosy is $7/lb. Krakowska is $6.50/lb. To place an
order please call Bohdan Zelechiwsky (610.972.3712) or
Father Richard (201.240.5888)
Gift Card Fundraiser: New order form for gift cards is posted
on the website. Orders must be received by March 14th.
Prayers: Among your daily prayers, please remember: Fr.
Yakiw Norton, Fr. Oleh Hucut, Tanya Antoniewicz, Richard
Antoniuk, Bohdan Baranczyk, Madeline Chorney, John
Chorney, Susan Cooke, Gloria Dunski, Joan Hepner, Jennie
Kramer, Eva Lazor, Mary Maksymiak, Daniel Milinichek,
Michael Onushko, Rosalie Onushko Mary Ellen Mackiewicz,
Mary Radio, William Radio, Kathryn Solan, Michael and Elsie
Moroz, Myroslav Kmet, Mariya Kmet, Andriy Kmet, Dan
Gulack. Rodney Townes, Karina Strashinsky; Katherine Cox

Focus on the Saints: Saint Flavian the
Confessor, Patriarch of Constantinople
and Saint Leo the Great, Pope of Rome
Commemorated on March 3

Saint Flavian the Confessor, Patriarch of Constantinople,
occupied the patriarchal throne of Constantinople under the
holy Emperor Theodosius the Younger (408-450) and his sister
the holy Empress Pulcheria (September 10).
At first he was a presbyter and caretaker of church-vessels in
the cathedral. He became Patriarch after the death of holy
Patriarch Proclus (November 20). During this time, various
disturbances and heresies threatened church unity.
In the year 448, Saint Flavian convened a local Council at
Constantinople to examine the heresy of Eutyches, which
admitted only one nature (the divine) in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Persisting in his error, the heretic Eutyches was
excommunicated from the Church and deprived of dignity, but
Eutyches had a powerful patron in the person of Chrysathios,
a eunuch close to the emperor. Through intrigue Chrysathios
brought Bishop Dioscorus of Alexandria over to the side of
Eutyches, and obtained permission from the emperor to
convene a church council at Ephesus, afterwards known as the
“Robber Council.”

Dioscorus presided at this council, gaining the acquittal of
Eutyches and the condemnation of Patriarch Flavian by
threats and force. Saint Flavian was fiercely beaten up during
the sessions of this council by impudent monks led by a
certain Barsumas. Even the impious president of the Robber
Council, the heretic Dioscorus, took part in these beatings.
After this heavy chains were put upon Saint Flavian, and he
was sentenced to banishment at Ephesus. The Lord, however,
ended his further suffering, by sending him his death (+
August 449). The holy Empress Pulcheria withdrew from the
imperial court. Soon the intrigues of Chrysathios were
revealed. The emperor dismissed him, and restored his sister
Saint Pulcheria. Through her efforts, the relics of holy
Patriarch Flavian were reverently transferred from Ephesus to
Constantinople.

Saint Leo I the Great, Pope of Rome (440-461), received a fine
and diverse education, which opened for him the possibility of
an excellent worldly career. He yearned for the spiritual life,
however, and so he chose the path of becoming an
archdeacon under holy Pope Sixtus III (432-440), after whose
death Saint Leo was chosen as Bishop of Rome in September
440.

These were difficult times for the Church, when heretics
assaulted Orthodoxy with their false teachings. Saint Leo
combined pastoral solicitude and goodness with an
unshakable firmness in the confession of the Faith. He was in
particular one of the basic defenders of Orthodoxy against the
heresies of Eutyches and Dioscorus, who taught that there
was only one nature in the Lord Jesus Christ. He was also a
defender against the heresy of Nestorius. He exerted all his
influence to put an end to the unrest by the heretics in the
Church, and by his letters to the holy emperors Theodosius II
(408-450) and Marcian (450-457), he actively promoted the
convening of the Fourth Ecumenical Council, at Chalcedon in
451, to condemn the heresy of the Monophysites.
At the Council at Chalcedon, at which 630 bishops were
present, a letter of Saint Leo to the deceased Saint Flavian,
Patriarch of Constantinople (447-449) was read. Saint Flavian
had suffered for Orthodoxy under the “Robber Council” of
Ephesus in the year 449. In the letter of Saint Leo the
Orthodox teaching about the two natures [the divine and the
human] in the Lord Jesus Christ was set forth. All the bishops
present at the Council were in agreement with this teaching,
and so the heretics Eutyches and Dioscorus were
excommunicated from the Church.
Saint Leo was also a defender of his country against the
incursions of barbarians. In 452, by the persuasive power of
his words, he stopped Attila the Hun from pillaging Italy. Again
in the year 455, when the leader of the Vandals [a Germanic
tribe], Henzerich, turned towards Rome, he persuaded him
not to pillage the city, burn buildings, nor to spill blood. He
knew the time of his death beforehand, and he prepared
himself, with forty days of fasting and prayer, to pass from this
world into eternity.
He died in the year 461 and was buried at Rome. His literary
and theological legacy is comprised of 96 sermons and 143
letters, of which the best known is his Epistle to Saint Flavian.

