Announcements
 New

Prayers: Among your daily prayers, please remember: Fr. Yakiw Norton, Fr.
Oleh Hucut, Fr. Vasyl Dovgan, Fr. Dan Gurovich; Tanya Antoniewicz, Richard
Antoniuk, Bohdan Baranczyk, John Chorney, Gloria Dunski, Joan Hepner,
Peter Holowiak Eva Lazor, Mary Maksymiak, Daniel Milinichek, Michael
Onushko, Rosalie Onushko Mary Ellen Mackiewicz, Mary Radio, William
Radio, Kathryn Solan, Michael and Elsie Moroz, Myroslav Kmet, Andriy
Kmet, Dan Gulack. Rodney Townes, Karina Strashinsky; Katherine Cox,
Barbara Sembrot

Bulletin Format: Please take note of the new manner of presentation of
the weekly schedule in our bulletin. Each day of the week is listed with the
assigned scriptural readings and the saint commemorated on that day. Any
Divine Services scheduled are found under each day. In addition, days of
fasting and abstinence are marked with a “fish” symbol. We hope this will
serve as an aid in information, as well as devotion, for our parishioners.
 Thursday Work Group: The “Thursday Work Group” is hard at work again!
This group has been meeting on a regular basis cleaning and making order
in our beautiful church. Anyone and everyone is welcome. Please come
and help! For more information, see Vera Muzychka.
 Coffee Social: Coffee social will be held as usual in the Fellowship Hall. All
are welcome! Please come and share a cup of coffee with your fellow
parishioners. Today’s social is hosted by Fr. Richard in memory of his
mother, Marion Jendras.
 Pyrohy Sale: Anyone who ordered Pyrohy for the January sale can pick them
up next Sunday after Divine Liturgy. We thank everyone for their support.
The next Pyrohy sale will be in February. All orders must be received by
Friday; 18 February. Pick up will be Sunday; 27 February.
 Annual Jordan Creek Blessing: Today at 3 PM the annual Blessing of the
Jordan Creek will take place in Jordan Park in Whitehall. This is an annual
celebration sponsored by the Lehigh Valley Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood in
honor of the feast of Theophany. All are invited to attend this beautiful
celebration!
 Mark the Date: The Annual General Parish Meeting will take place on
Sunday; 27 March after Divine Liturgy. We urge all our parishioners to mark
their calendars and make every effort to attend. Please make sure your
obligations to the Pariah are fulfilled by that date.
 Bad Weather Alert: Please note that in case of inclement weather, should
we need to adjust the church schedule or even cancel Divine Services,
announcement will be made on Facebook, our website and WFMZ channel 69.
 House Blessing Schedule: Please contact Father Richard or Dan Petrovich
(petrovichdan@gmail.com or 610.462.4174) to sign up.

Today’s Saint

Saint Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa
Commemorated on January10/23

Saint Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, was a younger brother of Saint Basil the Great. His
birth and upbringing came at a time when the Arian disputes were at their height.
Having received an excellent education, he was at one time a teacher of rhetoric. In
the year 372, he was consecrated by Saint Basil the Great as bishop of the city of
Nyssa in Cappadocia.
Saint Gregory was an ardent advocate for Orthodoxy, and he fought against the
Arian heresy with his brother Saint Basil. Gregory was persecuted by the Arians, by
whom he was falsely accused of improper use of church property, and thereby
deprived of his See and sent to Ancyra.
In the following year Saint Gregory was again deposed in absentia by a council of
Arian bishops, but he continued to encourage his flock in Orthodoxy, wandering
about from place to place. After the death of the emperor Valens (378), Saint
Gregory was restored to his cathedra and was joyously received by his flock. His
brother Saint Basil the Great died in 379.
Only with difficulty did Saint Gregory survive the loss of his brother and guide. He
delivered a funeral oration for him, and completed Saint Basil’s study of the six days
of Creation, the Hexaemeron. That same year Saint Gregory participated in the
Council of Antioch against heretics who refused to recognize the perpetual virginity
of the Mother of God. Others at the opposite extreme, who worshipped the Mother of
God as being God Herself, were also denounced by the Council. He visited the
churches of Arabia and Palestine, which were infected with the Arian heresy, to
assert the Orthodox teaching about the Most Holy Theotokos. On his return journey
Saint Gregory visited Jerusalem and the Holy Places.
In the year 381 Saint Gregory was one of the chief figures of the Second Ecumenical
Council, convened at Constantinople against the heresy of Macedonius, who

incorrectly taught about the Holy Spirit. At this Council, on the initiative of Saint
Gregory, the Nicean Symbol of Faith (the Creed) was completed.
Together with the other bishops Saint Gregory affirmed Saint Gregory the
Theologian as Archpastor of Constantinople.
In the year 383, Saint Gregory of Nyssa participated in a Council at Constantinople,
where he preached a sermon on the divinity of the Son and the Holy Spirit. In 386,
he was again at Constantinople, and he was asked to speak the funeral oration in
memory of the empress Placilla. Again in 394 Saint Gregory was present in
Constantinople at a local Council, convened to resolve church matters in Arabia.
Saint Gregory of Nyssa was a fiery defender of Orthodox dogmas and a zealous
teacher of his flock, a kind and compassionate father to his spiritual children, and
their intercessor before the courts. He was distinguished by his magnanimity,
patience and love of peace.
Having reached old age, Saint Gregory of Nyssa died soon after the Council of
Constantinople. Together with his great contemporaries, Saints Basil the Great and
Gregory the Theologian, Saint Gregory of Nyssa had a significant influence on the
Church life of his time. His sister, Saint Macrina, wrote to him: “You are renowned
both in the cities, and gatherings of people, and throughout entire districts. Churches
ask you for help.” Saint Gregory is known in history as one of the most profound
Christian thinkers of the fourth century. Endowed with philosophical talent, he saw
philosophy as a means for a deeper penetration into the authentic meaning of divine
revelation.
Saint Gregory left behind many remarkable works of dogmatic character, as well as
sermons and discourses. He has been called “the Father of Fathers.”

